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St ing contrast with 
UniteD StTatTss.—it 1s in 

pod train bf thought about the United States to 

hear it even whispered as a possibility, that the race of 


‘men which inhabits the country is unde: going a process of 


d moral degeneracy; that the symptoms we 
tomed to as evidences of growth are 
reall roofs of decay ; that the people are, like medlars, 
rotten befure they are ripe; and that a premature senility 
is the true characteristic of the great Anglo-Celtic Re- 
public of the West. That such a t 
started, gives one a shock, which does not pass off when 
the facts upon which it professes to rest are calmly con- 
sidered. It is said, for omens, — the bulk of Ameri- 
cans live thoroughly unwholesome lives ; consuming inor- 
dinate » uantities of spiritous liquors from youth upward 
and at all hours of the day, smoking and chewing tobacco 
to excess, eating greedily and giving themselves no time 
to digest their food, always in a bustle and excitement, 

And how few Americans has any Englishman 


happy! what am anxious, nervous, h expression 
of face, is that by which we instinctively recognise an 
Yankee everywhere! how completely the manner and 
countenance and figure of the typical Yankee answer to 
this account of the usual life of the people! Then their 
women, so remarkable for delicate beauty of tint and 
grace of figure in early youth, beceme prematurely old ; 
and this is attributed, not without rational ground, to 
their mode of life quite as much as to any peculiarity of 
theirclimate. The fact at any rate is unquestionable, that 
the women of the United States cease to be attractive at 
the very age when Englishwomen attain their highest and 
most perfect harmony of charms. _ What if the bad habits 


exhaust vitality, should really in a few generations have 
produced a palpable inferiority of physique? The positive 
assertion of this degeneration would indeed be most ynphi- 
losophical on a basis of facts such as are patent to common 
observation ; but that these facts are patent is sufficient to 
excite be and sharpen the self-watchfulness of all 
classes of Amewicans who can look forward to the tremend- 
ous @puséquenges of a degradation of the national nerve 


There are, unfortunately, social and political phenomena 
characteristic of the United States, which, when the 
thoughts &reg@nce set on this track, only too plainly lend 
themselves to the theory that the country is not improving, 
however unquestionable in | be its advance in numbers, 
in wealth, in territory, and in political influence. The 
increase of numbers has been attended with the | 
of the lowest ¢lfks to such a preponderance of political 


wer, and their tastes and opinions over so much, 
hat the exclusion of the class most distinguished for 
wealth, for leisure, and'stich culture as come these, 


is said to be practically complete. A kindred tendency is 
also asserted to have Bown itself of late years in the ex- 
clusion even of individuals from popular favour because of 
their eminentgharacter and talents. However exaggerated 
such charges.may be, the tendency must be somewhat 
marked to have rendered their assertion and fantiliar repe- 
tition posite. And we know for ourselves, that the vast 
increase of in an has ; 
not been acogmpanied by the rise o men in art, literature, | 
or learni is Ger take rank with the first-class names | 
those ents of activity. It would 


the nation m had been 


(Sy) 


eory should have been | 


enjoying neither quiet nor rational recreation nor domestic | 


 nennal of whom he could say that they were genial or | 


of men abd women, acting with a climate that tends to | 


and musdie through intemperance and bad habits of living. | 


admission . 


krtth fre, Jernet it. P 


Vy LV a 


| tos cou that | 


made, and rich t jeal- |' 
tphores of scion | 


consequences. But in America such. acts are lauded by | 
the whule of a great political party, if perpetrated upon | 


We can recall no time | 


United States, and especially, it would seem, at Washing- | 


=: 


| liberty ; and in the large majority of States the judges are ) 
time, aud chosen by popular suf- 


e 
, cee for which the predominant class in the Union care : 
and when the priuciple is fully developed, the: most cun.- 
summate tyranny the world ever saw will be the result. 
The facts tu which we have thus briefly alluded,—the ab- 
sorptivn of the best energies of American society in mate- 
rial pursuits, with a consequent enfeeblement of its purely | 
intellectual faculties ; the practical exclusion of the clas- 
possessed of wealth and leisure from political influence or 
any sphere of noble activity; the gradual predominance | 
‘of the class composed largely uf the pauper emigrants of 
Europe ; the depression uf all powers in the state that 
_ could control even temporarily the will of the majority 
for the time being ; the alarming and disgusting prevalence 
of crimes of cowardly and ferocious violence,—are sym 
toms of unsoundness impossible to be vverlouked. Might 
_ Wwe not indeed assert, especially when we consider the in- 
creasing and embarrassinent of the Slave 
question, that of all the progress that the United States 
has made since it has been an independent nation, 
| its progress towards anarchy has been the most astonish- 
_| ing? Has the natiun in fact solved by wisdom and courage 
|" any political difficulty? Has it not rather, by the oppo- 
| Site qualities, though placed in circumstances of peculiar 
advantage, fallen into a state in which friends and foes 
alike look forWard to a dissolution of the confederated 
States? Compsring it with France or England, can it be 


said to, have shown anything like the same amount of 
political and social skill in meeting and conquering the | 


|| to save it from itself, to make it a nation of men instead 


j 


j / Jf, 
be Cet 


difficulties, such as were, of its position? It behoves 
those Americans whw love their country to think on these 
things. Of course such a view of the United States is, 
very partial one. The question is, whether it is true as 
far as it goes; whether a worse state of culture exists in 


ditere “be America to-day, in comparison with that of Europe, than 
= classes of American society ate more ml | did a sulle arn the the 
for theirluxury than for their refinement or agihi~\' People are worse an their mo worse ; W er faction 


is stronger and patriotism we»ker ; whether a lower clas 
—lower not alone in wealth and knowledge, but in morl 


tone, in self-restraint, in true courage—rules the policy| 
and shapes the legislation of the country ; whether justice| 


is not more uncertain and less cared for, righ} less respected | 
and outrage more familiar ; whether the Postponement of} 


self-interest to the interest of the community is not more 
_ rare,—whether, in a word, while the country has bea 


growing richer and more popes it has not lost much of} 
the virtue that made it independent, and descended toa} 
lower stage of organisation ; whether Americans as ma| 


cal action, be the difficulties they have to 


least try to conquer the dragon before they sit down i 
despair and see their country sink lower and lower. As: 
mere excitement, it would be better than the salons dij 
Paris ; and surely, to turn the destinies of a great republit 


a mob of roneaan and their tools, would be glory av 
honour enough fur the most arduous efforts of self-sacrifice. 
If not, some Ceesar will know what use to make of dems 
gogues and tools, and faineants too, when the hour strikes; 


! 
i 
| | | 
| i 
| 
| ‘tion. Then who can fail to note as a significant fact, when 
| we are inquiring into the real progress of the American | 
| people, that crimes of violeuce seem to be held compatible | 
| with the character of a gentleman? The mere occurrence | 
| of such crimes as the late attack on Mr. Sumner would be | 
| | | nothing. Some of our own fast M.P.’s would probably do | 
is characteristic of’ a large. section of the citizens of the | are not worse men than their fathers and grandfathen. 
Union. Such a phenomenon throws us back into a state | For our own parts, we have no doubt that if the evil is to 
ay, Of society at cnce more lawless and wore cowardly than, stemmed—if that great nation is to fulfil the ardent aspir-/ 
any period of our own history, a tions of its founders and of all lovers of a wealthy j 
n, wou uve been tolerated in England. Evidently, cvunter, which the wealthy classes amongst ourselves talt} 
| among the lessons the Americans have forgotten, is the and have ever taken. We have no notion of the patriotisa} 
| habit «f controlling their passions, and of regarding a or virtue which will not put its hand to the wheel for fear ¢ 
bully, a ruffian, and a brawler, with instinctive abhorrence. : soning its white gloves. A nobler task cannot be put be 
| | bb gen = | fore the jeunesse dorée of any country than lies befure tle 
| more strongly than a disregard of judicial integnty? ‘To | ‘‘ upper ten thousand” of the United States. Let themi 
| | obtain courts of justice free from ail extraneous influence, 
| | and judges who would administer the law with firmness | 
_ aud independence, has been the continual object of English | 
| patrivts ; and to have succeeded in this object is one. of 
the glories as it is one of the main safeguards of the English 
nation. But the American democracy, in its eagerness | 
| to have all the powers of the state under its own immedi- 
| 
| 
| 
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